PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

me. There was no time to lose, and in case the enemy
should make more fighting inevitable, I worked out a plan
of retreat for the Central Army which could be effected
at the right moment. I kept this absolutely secret to avoid
any demoralisation in the High Command or General
Staff of that Army. I ought to note that if circumstances
had forced me to make that retreat by the Tajo it would
probably have meant complete demoralisation with tragic
circumstances for Madrid, since among the revolutionary
masses in the city there was much opinion in favour of
burning down the whole capital.

At the same time I worked out, also in the greatest
secrecy, a plan for evacuating the civil population, with
the idea of gaining time and avoiding any repetition of the
wild exodus from Catalonia. The method, organisation
and execution of this important service was kept secret.

I formed a Central Board of Evacuation for this, pre-
sided over by the General in Command of Aggroupment
and made up of representatives of each of the political
parties and syndicalist organisations. Under this Board,
a Board was created for each one of the armies, presided
over by the Commanders-in-Chief of these armies, with
political and syndicalist representatives.

That these Boards might work better I made it incum-
bent on the political parties and syndicalist organisations
to send secretly a list of those whom they considered ought
to be expatriated. I gave the same instructions to the
army Commanders with respect to their senior officers,
officers and men. All requests were brought together at